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The Department of Sociology,  Maitreyi College organised a talk on “Women in the Mahabharata: 

A Playwright's view” on 20th October, Tuesday. The guest speaker for the event was Mr. Feisal 

Alkazi who is a  theatre, television and film director, playwright, author, educationist and activist. 

He is also the Founder Director of Ruchika Theatre Group established in 1972 and has directed 

over 200 plays in Hindi, English, and Urdu over the last 48 years. 

 

The virtual event was attended by students and faculty from various colleges. The event began 

with a welcoming note by the Teacher-in-charge, Dr. Anurita Jalan who also enlightened the 

audience on the Department’s umbrella theme of “kaleidoscope”. With this event, we witnessed 

the fourth turn of the Kaleidoscope series. 

 

As a playwright and director, Mr Alkazi has been drawn to the women of the Mahabharata, 

particularly the lesser talked about women - from Gandhari, Kunti and Hidimba to Devyani, 

Sharmishtha, Amba and Shikhandi. 

 

Mr Alkazi began the session by presenting his insights on the theme of women and their role in 

Mahabharata. Then Mr. Alkazi narrated some scenes from his upcoming play which is still a work 

in progress. He presented a gripping enactment of scenes and dialogues involving various 

perspectives and storylines of different characters in the Mahabharata. The talk was extremely 

immersive and reinvigorated our perspectives. It was a captivating session that hooked the 

audiences till the end. 

 

Following the talk, an interactive Q&A session was moderated by Mr. Pawan Harsana and Dr 

Gopi Tripathy. Various observations and questions  from faculty members and students such as 

the role of language in performing arts, the creative process of theatrical art and the role of lesser 

talked about women in Mahabharata were addressed.  

Mr. Alkazi comprehended the questions and remarks of the students and gave his insights and 

standings. The audience was exposed to unique ideas and new perspectives on art, mythology, 

history and society. It was an insightful and interactive session.  

https://meet.google.com/goe-jsuk-iyc
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Event Theme: KALEIDOSCOPE 

Event Name: Book Discussion On 'a Plate Of White Marble' 

Date: 22nd October 2020 

App Used: Google Meet (meet.google.com/goe-jsuk-iyc, meet.google.com/ivz-fcfz-rqn) 

 

 

On the 22nd of October 2020, the Department of Sociology, Maitreyi College, University of Delhi 

organised a virtual book discussion event on 'A plate of white marble', making it the fifth event of 

the Kaleidoscope series. The guest speaker for the event was the award-winning translator, Ms. 

Nandini Guha who translated the book Shwet Patharer Thala (also known as a Plate of White 

Marble in English) written by the eminent Bengali author Bani Basu, from Bengali to English. Ms. 

Guha is a retired associate professor of English from the College of Vocational Studies, University 

of Delhi. She has translated many books from Bengali to English and has received various awards 

for her work. 

 

Along with the students from various streams in Maitreyi College, the event was also attended by 

students and faculty from various colleges of University of Delhi. The event commenced with a 

welcoming note by the teacher-in- charge, Dr. Anurita Jalan. Ms. Guha began the discussion by 

introducing the main character of the novel, A Plate of White Marble, Bandana, and her life story.  

Bandana goes through a massive change in her life after her husband’s death.  Instead of helping 

her overcome the sorrow and pain, society turns cruel to her. In the course of the discussion, Ms. 

Guha poses some important questions. She questions the norms that widows are made to follow, 

and their meanings. The book surely will lead readers to thinking and understanding the processes 

that go into making the rigid norms that govern a widow's life. Ms. Guha then discusses another 

https://meet.google.com/goe-jsuk-iyc


book by Bani Basu, Dark Afternoons. The book revolves around the story of three women and a 

man who plays different roles in the lives of the three of them. Through the book, Bani Basu 

questions the society for not being empathetic for prostitutes who has to sell their bodies to live. 

When one of those three women faces violence, she is terrified to speak up knowing that no one 

will  stand by her. Ms. Guha also highlights that our society does not stand with women who suffer, 

rather, tries to cover up the sins of men. 

 

Following this was an interactive question-answer session with Ms. Guha, which was moderated 

by Dr. Mrs. Mala Kapur Shankardass. Various observations and questions from the faculty 

members and students such as the flexibility of translators switching from one language to another 

(here the case being from Bengali to English), the role economy and rituals play in the current 

situation, the change in behaviour of children towards their mother after she becomes a widow, 

the inspiration and motivation  behind Ms. Guha's work were addressed. 

 

Ms. Guha addressed the questions and remarks of the students very eloquently. The audience was 

exposed to new insights and perspectives on the topic of widowhood in India. It was an insightful 

and interactive session. 

Overall the event went smoothly and was a success.  
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Event Name: Event VI- Talk on “Unlearning Fieldwork” by Prof. Savyasaachi 

Date: 29th October 2020 

App Used: Google Meet  

https://meet.google.com/son-jbfg-spe  

https://meet.google.com/goe-jsuk-iyc 

 

On 29th October 2020, the Department of Sociology, Maitreyi College, University of Delhi 

organised a virtual talk event on 'Unlearning Fieldwork', focusing majorly on ethnographic 

fieldwork, making it the sixth event of the Kaleidoscope series. The guest speaker for the event 

was well known scholar and professor from the Department of Sociology, Jamia Millia Islamia, 

Delhi, Prof. Savyasaachi. Professor Savyasaachi is a well known sociologist. His research interests 

include Sociology and Social Anthropology of theory and method, theory and practice of social 

action, dissent and social reconstruction, tribal-indigenous-adivasis and indigenous questions in 

social and political ecology, social and cultural aspects of architecture and design and Indian social 

thoughts. 

 

Along with students from various streams in Maitreyi College, the event was also attended by 

students and faculty from various colleges of University of Delhi. The event began with 

introductory remarks by the Teacher-in- charge, Dr. Anurita Jalan. Thereafter, Professor 

Savyasaachi began the discussion by talking about fieldwork in post-colonial conditions and the 

way fieldwork was conducted in those times. He further, discussed various aspects of it, by 

introducing the ideas of self-determination, genocide-ecocide, risk society and exhaustion, lies, 

deception and manufacturing consent. In the course of the discussion, Prof. Savyasaachi answered 

some important questions related to the role of the fieldworker, the practice of participant 

observation and determined time frame of any undertaken fieldwork. He talked about the role of 

the fieldworker as the one engaging in enquiry and as someone, who is able to identify themselves 

as ‘nobody’ in the field settings. He emphasised on the importance to unlearn some conceptions 

governing post-colonial fieldwork and focused on questioning its nuances in order to understand 

the deep structures of society.  

 

https://meet.google.com/son-jbfg-spe
https://meet.google.com/goe-jsuk-iyc


Dr. Savyasaachi also highlighted the need to generate reliable knowledge through ethnographic 

fieldwork and the prime importance to determine the timeframe of any undertaken ethnographic 

research. 

 

Following this was an interactive question-answer session with our guest, which was moderated 

by Dr. Aruna Grover. Various observations and questions from the faculty members and students 

such as the drawbacks or consequences of making informants an integral part of fieldwork, 

difficulties to do fieldwork in one's own society,  the inconsistencies of the everyday life of 

fieldwork into sociological knowledge were addressed. 

 

Prof. Savyasaachi addressed the questions and remarks of the students very eloquently. In the 

process, the audience was exposed to new insights and perspectives aiding to post colonial 

fieldwork. It was an insightful and interactive session. 

 

Overall the event went smoothly and was a grand success.  

 

Series Coordinators: Dr. Anurita Jalan and Dr. Gopi Devdutt Tripathy (Associate Professors)  

Event Coordinator: Dr. Aruna Grover (Assistant Professor) 

Technical Coordinator: Mr. Pawan Harsana (Assistant Professor)  

Student Coordinators: Anmol Chugh (President), Anjali Bisht (Vice President) and Khushi 

Talwar (General Secretary) 



 


